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IX. Chair's Report -Ms. Debra Chute, Board Chair
A. Board Chair Update


X. Superintendent's Report - Dr. Bridget Heston Carnemolla
A. Hiring Report
B. Enrollment Report
C. Strategic Plan Update
D. Updates


XI. Consent Calendar
23-24/3 1 - Budget Transfers
23-24/3 2 - Donation - Avon High School PTO to AHS ($4,597.99)


XII. Old Business
23-24/3 0 - Appointment of PACTAC Advisory Council Member


XIII. New Business
23-24/ 3 3  - 4118.51 - Employee Use of District Computer Systems and Electronic Communications
23-24/3 4 - 5112.1 - Admission to Public Schools at or Before age of 5
23-24/3 5 - 5112 - Eligibility to Attend Avon Public Schools
23-24/36- 513 1.71- Student Use of Districts Computer Systems and Internet Safety
23-24/3 7 - 5144 - Student Discipline
23-24/3 8 - 5144.4 -Recess and Play Based Learning
23-24/3 9 - 6210 - Parental Access to Instructional Materials
23-24/40- Approval of Primary Instructional Material- Social Studies 8th Grade Textbook 
23-24/41- Approval of Primary Instructional Material- Novel Rebecca


XIV. Communication from Public
Please remember communications are generally limited to 15 minutes as a total maximum for all 
speakers, with each speaker limited to 3 minutes in accordance with standing Board policy. The 
Board may waive these limits in exceptional circumstances. 


XV. Communication from Avon Board of Education Members


XVI. Adjournment
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V. 


bringing together books to choose from that align with the curriculum and meet the standards 
for the course. Discussions are held and then there is a vote on the books to bring forward to 
the CPP Committee, and then onto the full Board. Dr. Camemolla stated that textbooks work 
the same way, use the same process. 


Ms. Thej Singh motioned to have the new materiaVbook Rebecca moved to the full board 
for approval, as well as open the 30 day review of the material, Mr. Kandipilli seconded. 


Motion passed 4-0-0 


The second Primary Instructional Material up tonight is the 8th grade Social Studies textbook, 
American History; Beginnings to 1877 (My World Interactive). Mr. Giannini began by saying 
that last year the 7-12 Social Studies curriculum was revised and the committee realized a great 
new option was available for 8th grade social studies textbooks and decided after discussion 
and a vote that this textbook was the best option to move forward. This textbook is an updated 
version of the one the students have now, but is more interactive, more multimedia experiences 
and a larger library for online platforms. 


Ms. Katz questioned the copyright date and Mr. Giannini and Ms. Jodi Kryzanski had 
confirmed this was the latest edition available. 


Ms. Thej Singh motioned to have the new textbook American History; Beginnings to 1877 
moved to the full board for approval, as well as open the 30 day review of the material, Mr. 
Kandipilli seconded. 


Motion passed 4-0-0 


Professional Development Overview- This is just an FYI for the Board 
Mr. Giannini began by saying Avon has one more full day of Professional Development in 
March and then one more half day in May. It is an important part of the work we do, and thus 
have moved from the term 'Professional Development' to 'Professional Learning' which leads 
to more self directed learning, collaboration and reflection for all staff. 


Mr. Giannini continued with how Professional Learning supports the goals and focus areas that 
are in line with the Blueprint for Excellence, as well as to improve student learning and grow 
the professional capacity of Avon's staff. It also ensures we can retain and grow the district's 
highly skilled workforce. Professional Learning is offered at different levels ( district level, 
school, department, by certification and by specialty area etc.). It is the goal to encompass 
differentiated types of learning, i.e. small group, individualized, workshops, lab based 
experiences to name a few. 


Mr. Giannini then went on to show the Board how all the Professional Learning that is done is 
connected to the 4 components of our Blueprint for Excellence. Some questions that arose 
during this discussion were if some of the Professional Learning was required, and Dr. 
Carnemolla answered that yes, some of the sessions are required (Title IX, Cultural 
Competency, Sexual Harassment etc.) and they are offered to make sure we are all in 
compliance. Mr. Ramesh Kandipilli inquired about the minimum hours a certified staff needs 
to have in Professional Development and Mr. Giannini replied that certified teachers are 
required to have 18 hours of PD a year, and here at Avon we offer many more 
hours/opportunities to exceed that 18 hour mark. 
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Mr. Giannini wanted to thank the people that make Professional Leaming possible, as the vast 
majority is organized, planned and facilitated by our talented staff, in particular Jodi Kryzanski, 
Elizabeth Ferry and Tiffany Fox as well as our Curriculum Specialists. Many hours go into the 
planning of these sessions for all staff. 


VI. Adjournment
Ms. Thej Singh motioned to adjourn meeting at 6:46 p.m., Mr. Ramesh Kandipilli seconded


motion passed 4-0-0


Minutes prepared by Christine Sardinskas, Recording Secretary 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Lynn Katz, C&PP Committee Chair 


Minutes respectfully received by Jeffrey S. Fleischman, Board Secretary 


Minutes are approved at the next Curriculum and Professional Practices Committee meeting, and any 
corrections to the minutes, if needed, will be made at that time. 
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Mr. Fleischman asked if the student had a negative balance were they denied activities 
(field trips/clubs/athletics) and Ms. Russo answered no, they will never be denied anything 
due to financial reasons. 
Mr. Campbell asked if the PTO's could fundraise for this and Ms. Russo answered that the 
names of the families can not be released so fundraising for this is not applicable. 


• Special Education has increased student needs and outplaced students increasing that
budget line.


• Ms. Russo explained that we ended the month at little over 3.5 million unencumbered,
approximately $500,000 off from this time last year where we were at just over 4 million.
There has been a pause on spending, which maintains the balance to move forward for the
rest of the year.


IY. Transfers 
Ms. Russo provided information on the following transfers: 
• 2024-033 - $48.16 Computer Privacy Screens
• 2024-034 - $95.00 Fees and Memberships
• 2024-035 - $3,500 AHS Athletics (State Championships)
• 2024-036 -$55.00 Fees and Memberships AMS
• 2024-037 - $683.03 Music Equipment
• 2024-038 - $148,839.56 Salary Transfers
• 2024-039 - $143,475.34 Repairs and Maintenance
• 2024-040 - $101.97 Software Licenses
Ms. Chute commented on one transfer, AHS Athletics (State Championships) and how great it
was that Avon teams were making it to the State Championships.
Suzanne Szekeres moved to approve and move to the full Board the budget transfers as
presented, Chris Campbell seconded.
Motion passed 4-0-0.


V. New Business
A. Donation Letters:


• Donation of $4,597.99 to Avon High School from Avon High PTO for various items
for the students.
Ms. Chute wanted to state how grateful she was for the PTO generosity.


Jeffrey Fleischman moved to approve and move to the full Board the donations as presented, 
Suzanne Szekeres seconded. 
Motion passed 4-0-0. 


B. Student Activity Funds
Ms. Chute started by saying that the goal for the activity funds is to spend them down for the


students to enjoy, so with that she turned it over for Ms. Russo who gave a brief synopsis of each 
school and where they were at with their activity funds. 


VI. Old Business
There was no Old Business to discuss.


VII. Comments from the Public
There were no comments from the public.
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VIII. Adjournment
Jeffrey Fleischman made a motion to adjourn, Chris Campbell seconded the motion, all in
favor to adjourn the meeting at 5:33 p.m.


Minutes prepared by Christine Sardinskas, Recording Secretary
Minutes respectfully submitted by Deb Chute, Finance Committee Chair


Minutes respectfully received by Jeffrey S. Fleischman, Board Secretary


Minutes are approved at the next Finance Committee meeting, and any corrections to the minutes, if 
needed, will be made at that time. 
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PARENTAL ACCESS TO SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 


In accordance with federal law, state law and Avon Board of Education (the"Board") policy, 
parents or guardians shall be permitted access to instructional material used as part of the 
educational curriculum for any student and all curriculum approved by the Board's curriculum 
committee established pursuant to section 10-220 of the Connecticut General Statutes and all 
associated curriculum materials ("Curriculum"). Curriculum does not include academic tests or 
academic assessments. 


"Instructional Material" means any instructional content that is provided to a student, regardless 
of its format, including, but not limited to, printed or representational materials, audio-visual 
materials, and materials in electronic or digital formats adhering to copyright regulations (such as 
materials accessible through the Internet). The term does not include academic tests or academic 
assessment. 


Upon request, the district shall permit parents or guardians to inspect any Instructional Material 
and Curriculum. The district shall grant reasonable access to Instructional Material and 
Curriculum within a reasonable eriod of time after a re uest is received from a arent or 


guardian. 


Legal Reference: 


Federal Law: 


Federal Law. P.L. 107-110 See 1061 Student Privaey, Parental Aeeess 
to Information, and Administration of Certain Physieal Examinations to 
Minors. 
34CFR99 Family Educational Rights and Privacy 


Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, 20 U.S.C. 1232, as amended by the Every 
Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. 114-95 


State Law: 
Conn. Gen Stat 10-220 Duties of Boards of Education 


Public Act 23-160, "An Act Concerning Education Mandate Relief and Other Technical and 
Assorted Revisions and Additions to the Education and Early Childhood 


Education Statutes." 


Policy adopted: May 17, 2016 
Policy revised: Avon Public Schools 


Avon, CT 
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